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1o fwor 1949 until the fall of 1951, Rumanian troops anmually conducted field
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urercises in the Cincul Mare (R 36/R 71) - Wershindeal (R 36/& 61) ~ “ovile
B Z6/R 72) - Darcat (R 36/R 82) - Soars (R 36/R 01) area. ith the exception
of some Soviet officers accompanied by Rumanian officers, no Soviet iroops
wore notlced, The training area was also used Ly Rumanian troops before orld
var IT. In the sumrer of 1950, civilians were evacuated from all villages
uithin the area. Mo borracks buildines or other permanent instsllablons were
nown lo oxist in the tralning area. Sinee 1990, mest of the units have heen
accocmmodated in Lent camps, The training area was off-Llimits to civilians
ondy during the peried of field exercises,

Since 1949, the annual sunmer exercises have bean held during the period Irom
Farch to Aurust. Yost of the troops arrived by reoad on the Voila (R 3557 79) =
Cincul - Merghindsal highwvay. In late August 1951, a unit leaving the Lrainiog
area was entrained at the Voila railroad station for shipment toward Subiu

‘R 35/R 20). According to scldiers belonging to the various units, the troops
name from the Galati (R £59/2 25) - Praila (R 55/2 13) area and from Ducharest.

Fost of the treoops ebserved in the training area were infantry units, There
were several thousand men and they wore red, black and purple service colors.
“heir eguipment included long and short Rumanian rifles; rapid-fire rifles
resembling short carbines, with a band of perforated sheet metal around the
upper part of the barrel near the muzzle; submachine guns with druz and clip
nagazines; airecooled, box magezine (Kastemmagazin) muchine puns without

a butt, mounted on tripods; and air-cooled machine puns with butt. AlL soldiars
had pas rasks. Some of the masks had the filter mounted on the face piece

and other masks had a connecting hese to the filter carried on the soldiers?
hack, *

“he numbeyr cf artillery pieces involved in the field exerciscs wen rather suall.

tlost of the artillery pieces observed were horse-drawn. There wore tun ‘ypes

of guns: one jun was of about N0-nmi, had a bharrel aboul 2.9 reters long, a

sun shield without side plates, a split—trail carrisge, two woeels with woodem
tpokas, a small pivot wheel below the trail, and was drawn withoul a lirber

ty a team of @ix horses harnsssed directly Lo the trail. The olher pun, vhich
vas drawn in the sape nanner, was of about 100-mm, had a barrel projecting
cbout 1.5 meters beyond the gun shield, a split-trail carriapge, two wooden—spoke
vheals and a small wheel below the Lrail, A few of the above guns were towed
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by tracks, with the gun crews riding on the trucks., a

AL guns cbserved in the training area were of about Lemm, drawn with a limbor
by a team of four horses, had a barrel sboul 2 moters in length, btwo dick
wieels with pneumatic tires and an cubrigger-type gun mount. 13 e two vhesls
ware ramoved during the process of vidivbering.

Tin tanits were cbserved during the 1951 field exercises. Howevsr, seven tanks
Zave seen once in 1900, Their tracks and suspensions were like T-3hs.

In zddition to horse=drawn wehicles, the troops wero equipped with a larpe
nurber of trucks, including twe differant versicns of three-sxle wehicles with
goseline enpines and benches, used for the transportation of trooss, 411 Srucks
WY G | |,

|Runu-mian soldiers were Jdoing constructien

work north of a2 hill between Merghindeal and Movile in the supmer of 1951, The
purpose of thie conatruciion wovk wes not known.

A hutment oi 30 to L0 wooden barracks buildings, & to 10 of which were buils
prior we World War 11, was observed at the northern exit of Cincul Mare, m

the west side of the road to Werghindeal. The installation was eccupied by an
unidersified Rumanian unit throughout the period irom 1949 to Suptember 195L.

|Comment,, This is the [irst report o meation horse-drasm artillery pieces

witiont Limbers. It iz belisved that the Lisbers concerned wsere nob taken slong
for the field exercises, and that the trarls of the artillery pieces were
aguipped with g wheel for use only in btransperting the guns.
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